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by Mercy Bly
—New York city streets

were rocked by gunfire and a
fiery explosion yesterday
afternoon. Two men accosted
a passerby and a cabbie was
seriously injured in the fra-
cas. Gunfire broke out, with
one of the assailants being
shot dead. The other died in a
fiery automobile accident as
the man tried to flee the scene
in the cab driver’s cab.

It’s uncertain what the
motive for the attack might
have been. Police are at a loss
to explain what took place.
“We will be doing a full
investigation on this matter,”
commented Sgt. Muldoon of
the NY police department.
“Serious crimes are on the up
swing and the police will be
taking action to solve all the
crimes on the docket and pre-
vent any new crimes like this
one from occurring.” 

Police sources do not feel

there is any link with organ-
ized crime. Yet for the past
month the notoriety of organ-
ized crime has increased sig-
nificantly. The violent pass-
ing of Ray Gambaro, former
head of the Gambaro Crime
Syndicate, seemed to have
been the trigger for all of this.
Investigations into
Gambaro’s murder have
stalled. 

Citizens are in fear and
concerned for their safety.
Mayor James Walker has
promised to increase police
patrols and find ways to limit
all the rampant violence. City
Council member Joseph
McKee wants answers.
“Walker needs to start pro-
tecting the citizens and stop
worrying about his image,”
demanded McKee. 

Mayor Walker was
unavailable for comment on
what Mckee said.

Gun Play, Explosions
Rock New York Environs

—Snake worshippers and
loyalist majority battled with
sticks, stones and firebombs
Friday in a village south of
the Nepal capital, leaving at
least 10 people injured,
police said.

The violence erupted
when Snake worshippers of
Bamha village, some 25
miles south of Kathmandu,
objected to efforts by loyalist
majority to build a church on
a piece of public land next to
their Temple of Set, officials
said.

Residents fought with
their hands and also threw
sticks, stones and Molotov
cocktails before police and
security forces restored order
to the scene, arresting 15 peo-
ple. Police said at least 10

people were injured, three
houses were burned down,
and 20 shops were damaged
in the melee.

Snake worshippers make
up an estimated 10 percent of
Nepal’s 46.5 million people.
They generally live in peace
with the loyalist majority,
though occasional clashes
have occurred.

Last year, snake worship-
pers attacked churches in the
Mediterranean city of
Alexandria in a protest
against the distribution of a
document they deemed offen-
sive to Set. Four people were
killed during the riots. The
snake worshippers complain
that they suffer job discrimi-
nation, particularly in the
high ranks of the civil serv-

—The McNary-Mapes
Amendment to the Pure Food
and Drugs Act passed. The
so-called “Canner’s
Amendment” authorized
FDA standards of quality and

fill-of-container for canned
food, excluding meat and
milk products. Health advo-
cates all over the New York
metro area  rejoiced in the
amendment passing. 

—Amelia Earhart is visit-
ing New York drumming up
support for the fledgling
group for female flyers called
the Ninety-Nines.
Accompanying Earhart is
Louise Thaden, 24, one of her
competitors in the Women's
Air Derby and also a member

of the Ninety-Nines. 
Aside from guiding the

Ninety-Nines, Earhart has
some personal goals targeted.
The aviatrix is shooting to
break the women's world fly-
ing speed record held by
Pancho Barnes.

—The Senate rejected
Charles E. Hughes as a
Supreme Court nominee.
What makes this action
worth noting today is that it
was the Senate’s only rejec-
tion of a Supreme Court can-
didate in the 74-year span
between 1894 and 1968. 

Throughout most of the
nineteenth century, the
Senate had shown no such
reticence, rejecting or other-
wise blocking nearly one out
of every three high court
nominees.

With death claiming two
Supreme Court justices.
Republican President
Herbert Hoover chose former
associate justice Charles
Evans Hughes to fill the
vacant position of chief jus-
tice. As the deepening eco-
nomic depression eroded the
president’s clout on Capitol
Hill, a coalition of southern
senators and progressives
from other regions sought to
block Hughes’ confirmation.

Some opposed the nomi-
nee for his close ties to large
corporations, while others
believed that his resignation
from the court years earlier
to run as the 1916
Republican presidential
nominee disqualified him
from a second chance. After
only several days of debate,
the Senate confirmed his
appointment, but with many
members deeply resentful of
the manner in which the
administration had handled
the nomination.

Three weeks after the
Hughes confirmation, a sec-
ond justice died. Hoover
believed he had an easily
confirmable candidate when
he nominated John Parker, a
prominent North Carolina
Republican and chief judge
of the Fourth Circuit Court of
Appeals.

Unfortunately for Judge
Parker, two actions from his

by Mercy Bly
—There had been a fire at

St. Bonaventure College.
Father Tom Plassmann's
"boys" had formed bucket
brigades and the local fire
department had done all they
could, but the fire has
destroyed the seminary, the
church, and the monastery.
Most of the college’s books
were destroyed. An apparent
electrical fire caused over a
million dollars in damage.
The once prosperous college
is now stripped of almost
everything. 

Father Tom Plassmann
was awaiting his train to take
him from Buffalo back to
Bonaventure when he heard
the news. "A great disaster
has come upon us but we
have many reasons for being
grateful to almighty God. Not
a single life was lost and
everybody is in good spirits.
We feel the loss intensely but
we are by no means discour-
aged," explained Fr.
Plassmann. "St. Bonaventure
College has firmly estab-
lished itself among the
Cattaraugus hills and we
expect to get busy without

any delay and build a bigger
and better Bonaventure."
Nonetheless, in a time of
extreme disarray, the College
will conduct its annual com-
mencement and also still hold
its Senior Ball.
Even with the inspirational
words of Fr. Plassmann the
college seems doomed. Many
advisors have voiced the feel-
ings that there is no chance to
rebuild what Bonaventure
once had. Fr. Plassmann
refuses to listen to them, let
alone believe that. "We will
build a bigger and better
Bonaventure," stressed Fr.
Plassman. Plassmann’s office
was also destroyed, but in
less then 24 hours he has
relocated and begun working
again.

The Depression has been
affecting Bonaventure just as
it affected the rest of the
world. With no money to
spend, St. Bonaventure, like
many other colleges, decided
to reevaluate the structure of
its academic programs. Fr.
Plassmann is preparing for
the College to prosper once
again. But he cannot achieve
this dream without financial
help. Many people have
donated. $20,000 dollars was
donated by a Protestant
owned oil company in
Bradford, Pa. and the money
to build Friedsam Memorial
Library has been donated by
a Jewish philanthropist's
foundation. 

Senate Rejects
Hughes Bid

St. Bonaventure College
Burns but Hope Remains

Ten Injured in  Clash in  Nepal

McNary-Mapes Amendment Approved

Aviatrix Visiting New York Recruiting

—Cosmic rays, the invis-
ible visitants from outer
space that have been inter-
preted by Dr. R.A. Millikan
as heralds of the creation of
matter out of errant energy,
do not come as steady, undu-
lating streams after the man-
ner of the older concept of
light rays, but as separate,
high-velocity particles, like
tiny bullets.

Dr. Curtis placed two
electron counters, instru-
ments adapted for the detec-
tion of the swift passage of
these almost infinitely small,
electric particles, one above
the other. Between the two he
inserted the poles of a power-
ful electro-magnet. It has
long been known that elec-
trons and other electrically
charged particles can be
pulled from their course by a

magnetic field, and Dr. Curtis
reasoned that if the cosmic
rays were corpuscular in their
nature, he should be able to
deflect them after they had
struck and registered in the
first electron counter and
before they had made contact
with the second.

This occurred. When the
electro-magnet was not in
operation, the two electron
counters would frequently
register at practically the
same instant. This was taken
to indicate the impact of the
same particle, as it passed
through the two instruments
successively. This interpreta-
tion was first applied by two
German workers, Walther
Bothe and Werner
Kolhörster-the latter, one of
the pioneers of cosmic ray
research. 

—Gangster Zeke Hoxel
was arraigned in Manhattan
District Court for the murder
of the French financier Pierre
Lebanne. Lebanne was killed
when an extortion attempt by
Hoxel and his gang went bad.
Hoxel's gang had been want-
ed for the extortion of securi-
ties from several stockbro-
kers working for businesses
on Wall Street. Businesses of
Wall Street have been con-
cerned about the extortions
occurring for the past three
months. 

Hoxel and his entire gang
were brought down by a
mysterious shadowy figure
in late April. It’s unclear
what exactly happened.
Several of the gangsters were
wounded badly along with
Hoxel, all suffering gun shot
wounds.  

Police sources have dis-
counted the notion of the
mysterious masked vigilante
known as the Shadow as hav-
ing anything to do with this.
Police arrived at the gang's
hideout, tipped off by an
anonymous caller. Hoxel was
in a rather disturbed state,
"raving about the shadows
doing this to them." 

Police have dismissed
this explanation, believing
that greed got the best of the
gangsters and a gunfight
ensued amongst them.
Although police recovered
many of the pilfered securi-
ties and stocks, a large quan-
tity belonging to Lebanne are
still missing.

Cosmic Rays May Be Like Tiny Bullets

Gangster
Hoxel

Arraigned 
for Murder

“Mayor Walker needs to start 
protecting the citizens ...”


