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—Sailors aboard the bat-
tleship USS West Virginia
shelled Wards Island
Manhattan State Hospital
psychiatric asylum buildings
on Friday night. The attack
resulted in 14 casualties, six
wounded and a number of the
inmates escaping from the
3200 patients. Aside from
extensive structural damage
to the asylum, the Hell’s Gate
Bridge was also fired upon
resulting in minimal damage
to the four rail lines that span
its length.

The sailors shelling
Wards Island were eventually
overpowered by crewmates.
The attack has US Naval
authorities dumbfounded.
Several bottles of illicit alco-
hol, absinthe, were recovered
in the quarters of the two
sailors responsible for the
attack. Witnesses on the
Roanoke reported that the
two sailors were raving about
“attacking the ghosts” on the
island.

“The USS West Virginia
was putting into dock at the
US Naval Shipyards for mod-
ifications designed to
increase her capacity to per-
form her design function,”
explained Captain A.J.
Hepburn. Compounding the
deadly attack was the reality
that the USS West Virginia
has won the American
Defense Cup presented by the
American Defense Society to
the battleship obtaining the
highest merit with all guns in
short-range firing.

Possibly related to the
attack was the arraignment of
the man that may have sold
the sailors the absinthe found
in their possession.

Edwin Fitzpatrick, 27, of
244 W. 19th st., Manhattan,

was arraigned today before
Commissioner Rasquin,
charged with passing out
absinthe to sailors in the
Navy Y. M. C. A. on Sands st.
Ensign Emmet E. Spring
made the complaint.
Fitzpatrick was held in
$1,000 bail.

The Hell Gate Bridge
runs parallel to the Queens
span of the Triborough
Bridge, which connects
Queens, the Bronx, and
Manhattan, and drivers can
see the length of the bridge
just east of the roadway.

The bridge was conceived
in the early 1900s for the
Pennsylvania Railroad to link
New York to New England
and the New Haven Railroad.
It was completed on
September 30, 1916.
Construction was overseen
by Gustav Lindenthal. It was
painted "Hell Gate Red" - a
dark, natural red. 

The name "Hell Gate" is a
corruption of the Dutch
phrase Hellegat, meaning
"bright passage," which was
originally applied to the
entirety of the East River. The
strait was described in the
journals of Dutch explorer
Adriaen Block, who is the
first European known to have
navigated the strait, during
his 1614 voyage aboard the
Onrust.

Explorers found naviga-
tion hazardous in this New
World place of rocks and
converging tide-driven cur-
rents from the Long Island
Sound, Harlem River strait,
Upper Bay of New York
Harbor and lesser channels.
By the late 19th century, hun-
dreds of ships had sunk in the
strait.

Naval Battleship Shells Wards 
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—New Yorkers enjoying
the sun in a Queens park
found an unlikely companion
an 8-foot-long alligator. 

Police took an emergency
call from people who had
seen the alligator strolling
through Alley Pond Park on
Friday afternoon. Police and
city park rangers captured the
animal with a noose and took
it to a reptile specialist. 

No one was injured by the
reptile, which was captured
peacefully, police said. This

was the second such report in
the last week. 

Police didn't know if the
animal was a pet or had been
living in Alley Pond. Police
and city park rangers did
scour the area to see if any
additional alligators were in
the area. 

In June 1928, a 2-foot-
long baby spectacled caiman,
a member of the crocodile
family, was captured in
Central Park by an alligator
wrestler from Florida and his

— An aggressive squirrel
attacked and injured three
people in Harlem before an
84-year-old civil war veteran
of the Confederacy dis-
patched the rampaging ani-
mal with his crutch. 

The squirrel first ran into
a house on Third Street and
leapt from behind on a 70-
year-old woman, and sank its
teeth into her hand, a New

York police spokesman said
Thursday.

With the squirrel still
hanging from her hand, the
woman ran onto the street in
panic, where she managed to
shake it off.

The animal then entered a
building site and jumped on a
construction worker, injuring
him on the hand and arm,
before he managed to fight it

Squirrel Goes on Rampage, Injures 3
8-foot Alligator Walking in Queens

—Bootleggers are taking
advantage of the hospitality
the Seamen’s Institute affords
to seafaring men, and are
using the building at 25 South
st., Manhattan, as a headquar-
ters where rum-running plots
are hatched, according to
charges contained in a letter
from Assistant Customs
Collector H. C. Stuart to
United States Attorney Ralph
C. Greene today.

The letter demanded the
swift prosecution of seven
men seized on board two
rumrunners off Orient Point
on Saturday.  The prisoners
were examined in the
Customs House today and are
said to have made statements
in which they admitted hav-
ing hatched their conspiracy
to smuggle liquor in the
Seamen’s Institute.

The two boats seized
were the Sadie E. Nickerson,
a motorboat with 500 cases of
absinthe on board, and the
Theodore, another power-
boat, which also carried 500
cases.

The crew of the Sadie E.
Nickerson consisted of W. H.
Libby of Clinton, Conn.;
James McDonald of 25 south
st., and James Jensen of 167
E. 83rd st.

The crew of the Theodore
described themselves as
Albert Brown, Acting

Captain George Hanson of 25
Jagert ave., Flushing, L. I.;
George Hudson of New
Orleans, La., and William
Hamilton of 25 South Street.
Assistant Collector Stuart
said that he had brought the
matter to the attention of the
superintendent of the
Seamen’s Institute.

F. B. Leach, assistant to
the superintendent of the
institute, said this afternoon
that steps had already been
taken to bar the seven men
involved in the two seizures
from the institute.  “Anyone
found hatching such plots are
immediately barred from the
building,” he said.

The four men caught with
three truckloads of absinthe
on the estate of Isaac
Guggenheim at Sands Point,
Port Washington, Saturday,
were arraigned in the Federal
Building today. They were
held for further examination.

The four described them-
selves as John Hart, 2665
Vanderveer pl., Brooklyn;
Edward Aloise, 95 Halsey st.,
Astoria, L. I.; Jack Daly,
1895 Walton ave., Bronx, and
Harold Davis, 2126
Broadway, Manhattan. 

Divisional Enforcement
Chief R. Q. Merrick placed
the value of the liquor seized
today at about $40,000.

Hatch  Rum  Plots In Seaman’s 
Institute, Stuart Charges

—Several teenage boys
had been cleaning East 123rd
Street by sweeping rubbish
into an open manhole when
they saw something large and
alive in the water below. It
turned out to be a 14-foot
plus alligator that somehow
had gotten stuck. 

The boys used a rope to
pull it to the surface. Upon
reaching safety, the ungrate-
ful reptile snapped at one of
them, biting off the boy’s left
hand. The teens responded by
beating the animal with their
brooms to drive it off. 

The boy, Charlie Estevez,
17, was taken to New York
General Hospital and was
listed in stable but guarded
condition. The boy, Estevez,
has contracted a mysterious
illness that has the medical
doctor’s perplexed, a hospital
spokesman reported. 

The Inquirer speculated
that the animal had escaped
from a ship traveling from
"the mysterious Everglades,"
swam into Harlem River and
then came150 yards up a
storm conduit to where it was
found.

Enormous Alligator 
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by Mercy Bly
—114th Street was the

scene of another robbery
shooting on Saturday
evening. Local shopkeeper
Alex Mundy, locksmith, had
his shop broken into. Several
assailants attempted to rob
Mundy, but were stopped
when Mundy drew a pistol
and fired on them, killing one
of them in his shop. The
ensuing gun battle resulted in
all the assailants being killed.
Mundy suffered some minor
wounds in the struggle.

The same neighborhood
ten days earlier was the scene
of another shooting. Police
authorities have determined
that a protection racket has
been involved in the recent
spate of violence in the

neighborhood. “The neigh-
borhood has for sometime
had money being extorted by
a group of thugs running a
protection racket,” explained
Sgt. Muldoon of the New
York Police. “This will send
those thugs a message to
leave this neighborhood
alone.”

Mayor James Walker has
pledged to do something
about the crime running wild
in the streets. Yet the results
of Mayor Walker’s efforts are
not making the streets safer.
When common citizens are
arming themselves to defend
themselves from the criminal
element how safe can any-
body consider the streets of
New York?

114th Street Fatal 
Violence Erupts Again 

Seven Seized on Liquor 
Boats Said to Have 
Made Plans There.

 

Youths Looking into Manhole
Saw the Animal Churning 

in Murky Water.


