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—Counsel for both sides
indicated today that the trial
of Dorothy Ellingson, 16
years old, charged with the
murder of her mother, would
proceed tomorrow, though
others in close touch with the
case saw a strong possibility
that the defense would pres-
ent a formal motion to end
the trial and empanel a new
jury to determine the girl is
now insane.

Dr. Fred P. Clark,
Superintendent of Arkham
Asylum has issued a state-
ment saying he considers her
insane, basing his judgment
on close observation of her
behavior in the courthouse. It
was understood that other
alienists, subpoenaed by the
defense, were examining the
prisoner at the county jail
today.

Sylvester J. McAfee, of
defense counsel, said he had
not received formal reports
on her condition and could
not predict whether the trial
would be interrupted. He
pointed out, however, that
the defense, in outlining its
case to prospective jurors all
last week, had emphasized
that possibility she was
insane at the time of the com-
mission of the crime. 

Dorothy Ellingson is
alleged to have cut her moth-
er’s throat on March 24. The
girl claims she had been hav-
ing nocturnal visions and
heard voices commanding
her to do things. It is claimed
that the voices warned her
that her mother was a threat
to her and must be eliminat-
ed.

Ellingson
Girl Insane,
State Expert

Asserts
by Felicia Mello

—When schoolchildren
on a field trip found frogs
with missing legs in a New
York pond 12 years ago, the
mystery captured the imagi-
nation of biologists and the
public. Soon reports of
amphibians with missing or
extra limbs poured in from
sites around the country. In
some places, as much as half
the frog population was
affected.

What could be causing
the deformities? Some scien-
tists pointed to pesticides,
which might be endangering
people, too. Those who
blamed parasites won out,
however, when researchers
created deformed frogs in the
lab by subjecting them to
infections of the wormlike
ribeiroia ondatrae.

But research published
this month in the New
England Journal of Biology
argues that a parasitic inva-
sion can't explain the plague
that has hit ponds in
Vermont's Lake Champlain
Basin; where up to 30 per-
cent of leopard frogs have
missing or deformed legs.
The paper is part of a grow-
ing consensus among
amphibian biologists that the
mutant-frog conundrum is
too complex to be pegged to
a single cause.

"This study closes the
door on the parasite idea for
the New England area," said
the study's lead author, David
Skelly of Miskatonic
University.

Skelly said he and a team
of researchers spent six years
searching in Vermont for
infections of ribeiroia onda-
trae, a tiny critter that breeds
in the sex organs of snails.
The parasites can burst
through the bodies of snails
and attach themselves to tad-
poles, distorting the tadpoles'
development and leading to
extra or deformed limbs.

Skelly and his colleagues
never found evidence of the

Study Adds
Twist to Frog

Deformity
Mystery   

by Barbara Whitaker
—It started with an ever-

expanding sinkhole at the
entrance of a small communi-
ty in Ossining, New York
here and led to an excavation
this spring that revealed an
underground complex of
brick chambers with vaulted
ceilings.

Now the subterranean
structure, believed to date to
the mid-19th century, is a
mystery just begging to be
solved. Is it as pedestrian as a
root cellar? Or as storied as a
stop on the Underground
Railroad? Does it stretch
beyond the cluster of at least
nine known rooms to connect
to tunnels elsewhere?

An ad-hoc group of resi-
dents, local historians and
archaeologists in this
Westchester County suburb is
racing to figure it out before
road repairs that could lead to
the destruction of the rooms,
which sit under a wooded
area that had been part of a
Victorian estate and once was
owned by a Catholic church.

“The issue has become a
major problem for the com-
munity as a whole,” said
Anne Marie Leone, a resident
who writes the “Then and
Now” feature in the Ossining
Journal and has lately spent
much of her free time trying
to solve the mystery. “There’s
a group of people like me
who say, ‘It’s history, let’s
save it.’ There are others who
say, ‘This is a real danger on
our property and let’s get it
off before something major
happens.’ ” 

Those concerned with
saving the structure have

been consulting historians,
tracing ownership of the
property and scrutinizing the
bricks used in the construc-
tion, in the hope of finding
out more about its past.

Ms. Leone, for example,
has spent many an evening
since the discovery this
spring poring over maps and
doing research about former
owners. But while she can
tell you all about Orlando B.
Potter, who bought the prop-
erty as a summer residence
about 1870, and a fair amount
about bricks found there, she
has yet to find anything that
even makes note of the struc-
tures.

Lucille Lewis Johnson,
an archaeologist and profes-
sor of anthropology at
Miskatonic University said
that when she recently
viewed the site, she found a
network of about 12 rooms,
some running north-south,
others east-west. The com-
mon thinking is that the
rooms were some kind of
storage facility, but the size of
the structure and the crafts-
manship of the brickwork
indicate that it might have
been more than that.

The rooms are larger and
higher — with ceilings esti-
mated to be as high as 15 feet
— than would be common in
a typical root cellar. Several
of the doorways have metal
fixtures on the outside; an
indication that there were
once doors there, and it
appears that there was more
than one entrance to the net-
work.

The top of the structure is
vented in several places, and
historians say the construc-
tion is similar to that of wine
cellars found at nearby
Croton Point Park. Experts
have ruled out that the hidden
rooms were built as part of
the Underground Railroad,
but there is much speculation
that escaped slaves might
have stopped there. So far,
there has been nothing to sug-
gest any connection to Sing

Mystery  o f  the

Subterranean

Chambers  

by Ned Scott
—Police investigations

are at a stand still in the kid-
napping of New York Daily
Inquirer reporter Mercy Bly.
As reported recently a
woman had been attacked
and taken forcibly at the
docks near Jefferson Park.
Further evidence, a handbag
and a note pad found in the
cab, have been identified as
belonging to Mercy Bly, star
reporter of the Inquirer news
staff.

The kidnapping, another
violent crime of the many
that have been plaguing the
city of New York, has result-
ed in publisher Charles Kane
to offer a $5000 reward for
any information leading to
the safe return of Mercy Bly.
Kidnappers have yet to make
any demands in exchange for
the safe return of Bly. The
major cause for concern is the
intense coverage that Bly has
been producing for the paper.

“Mercy (Bly), is a fierce
reporter, willing to dig deep
to uncover news and the truth
behind the story,” explained a
distraught Kane, publisher of
the Inquirer. “Police fear that
her tenacity for covering the
news may have been the real-
ity behind her kidnapping.”

Bly has been deeply
involved in the coverage of
the violent crime epidemic
that has plunged the citizens
of New York into fear. Bly’s
reporting of this new story
may have lead to an ironic
twist of her becoming
embroiled in the middle of
the biggest story in New York
right now.

Police discovered Bly
was on her way to go on a
river cruise with a relative
when she was abducted.
Investigations by the police
have produced no solid leads
from her notes or handbag.
Detectives from the 12th
precinct have been assigned
to lead the investigation. Also
taking an interest in the case
is Steven Bach an agent for
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Bach, known
as “Gentleman Jerome” and
feared by organized crime, is
part of a major task force
investigating the increase in
violent crime in New York
City

Iron Pipe Shopper
Kills Charity Worker

—The body of Mrs.
Callie Black, 25, one of a
number of women who sold
“forget-me-nots” on the
streets here Saturday for dis-
abled veterans, was found
yesterday in an alley. She had
been beaten to death with an
iron pipe.

Russell L. Miller, 21, an
express driver, confessed that
he committed the crime,
police announced. Police
determined that Miller had
imbibed quite a bit of the
illegal alcohol absinthe at a
speakeasy and was "told" by
a legless frog to slay Black. 

Miller has been trans-
ferred to Arkham Asylum for
a detailed psychiatric evalua-
tion. 

Peculiar to this was that
Miller did have a legless frog
in his pocket when he turned
himself in to the police.

Her Trial for the
Murder of Her

Mother Is Expected
to Begin Today

Reporter Missing, $5000 Reward Offered
Mercy Bly Missing, 

Feared Dead
 

—A formal complaint of
murder was made against
Milton Taylor yesterday
afternoon by Deputy District
Attorney McClelland in con-
nection with the fatal shoot-
ing of Taylor’s wife on May
12th. 

Taylor has been held in
the City Jail. He will be
arraigned this morning. The

Taylor Held on

Murder Charge


