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by Mercy Bly
—The Dame Vansteenis

prized Vikng pendant pur-
loined by a cat burglar last
Monday night is still missing.
Details according to the
Police are still vague. Dame
Vansteenis went to bed and
secured the pendant in a
locked dresser. The following
morning upon opening the
dresser, the pendant was
gone. 

Forensic evidence teams
examined the room and all
possible entrances for finger-
prints and evidence. Given

the general modus operandi
it’s been suggested that this
was the work of Lady
Pantera. 

Lady Pantera is the daring
cat burglar toying with the
city of New York between her
paws. At least six matrons of
high society have been the
victims of recent cat burgla-
ries linked to Lady Pantera.
Police officials have dis-
missed these accounts in
hand, claiming that no such
criminal exists. Most notable
of these recent crimes was the
theft of the Jeweled Fang of
Boris, an ancient Mayan sac-
rificial dagger. 

Officials from the
Museum of Natural History
at Columbia University are
certain that the priceless dag-
ger will be recovered. “We
know how unique the
Jeweled Fang of Boris is,”
replied Dr. Abner
Ravenwood. “It’s something
that just can’t be sold off any-
where without arising suspi-
cions.”

Stolen Jewel
Identified, Police

Still Baffled
—The Charles Foster

Kane Museum of Antiquities
was the site of a break in by
vandals. A large pile of books
was discovered amidst a
powerful funk that seemed to
soil the area where the books
were strewn. Troubling
authorities was that this was
fourth such break-in of a
library or museum over the
last three weeks. 

"It makes no sense at all,"
explained curator Peter
Morrisey, 48. "We've got
some items that are consid-
ered priceless and those could
have been just as easily dam-
aged or ruined, yet they
weren't even touched, thank

the stars!" 
By appearance it seems

like somebody collected a
variety of books and started
rifling through them looking
for something specific. 

Notable about this break-
in was this time something
may have been taken.
Damaged in the break in was
an ancient Greek statue
known as Poseidon Rebuilt.
Discovered in a small island
chain near Crete, the statue
was part marble and featured
a bronze metal mechanically
articulated leg. The statue
was shattered and the bronze
leg taken.

A crowd of Guyanese vil-
lagers lynched an elderly
woman they accused of being
an evil spirit who drinks the
blood of human babies,
police said Monday. 

Authorities in the South
American country said the
woman raised suspicions
with unusual behavior and

was set upon by villagers
who apparently believed she
was an "Old Higue" — the
equivalent of a vampire in the
local Obeah religion that
blends folk magic and
African rituals.

The woman, who has not
been identified, was beaten to
death and her remains were

—Police officials are still
baffled at athetes being mur-
dered in the city.
Investigations in the Palmer
Oakes murder along with
three others are still unan-
swered. Oakes, was decapi-
tated. High school football
star Dan Mclean was found
dead with his legs chopped
off. These macabe killings
were linked to the death of
up and coming tennis star
Mark Boksha.

—This real estate agent
will likely do a house check
before letting her prospective
customers tour on their own
from now on, after a couple
happened upon a homeowner
dead in bed. 

Linda Chabucos-Galow, a
real estate agent with
Shorewest, stood in the din-
ing room while Justin and
Colleen McKeen walked
through a house Monday
night.

Before long, she heard
Colleen scream as the couple
stood at the doorway.

"I thought, 'What's
wrong?' Maybe it was a dead
mouse or something,"
Chabucos-Galow said.

But then she peered into
the bedroom and saw the
body of Linda L. O'Leary, 55,
the owner of the home. She
had been dead for about two
weeks, officials say.

"It looked like a
Halloween prop," Chabucos-
Galow said.

The uncovered body was
wearing dark shorts.
Chabucos-Galow said her
legs were wrapped in materi-
al that appeared similar to
cheesecloth or support hose.

"If we spent five minutes
in there, I'd be stretching it,"
Chabucos-Galow said.

She said she then told the
couple: "'We need to leave.

This is not right. We need to
get out of here.'"

Gale Kent, the Bank of
New York First United Realty
agent who listed the house,
said the property was for sale
"for a while," but wouldn't
say how many times it had
been shown in recent weeks.

"I don't want to say any-
thing because I haven't talked
to the police yet," Kent said.

Albany Coroner Jack
Keach said he pronounced
O'Leary dead at 11 p.m.
Monday.

Police Capt. Dan Davis
said an overnight log listed
the incident as a sudden
death, which indicates to him
there was no foul play.

But he would not com-
ment further on whether the
death was suspicious. An
autopsy had not been sched-
uled, he said.

Chabucos-Galow said she
set up the showing without
knowing the homeowner's
identity.

After entering the home,
she noticed a faint odor but
thought it was from the mess
in the house or the countertop
full of dishes. She saw
unopened mail.

"I've smelled death. I
know what death smells
like," she said. "I can't
believe my sinuses were that
bad."
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—Microbiologist Shiro
Ishii, 38, is visiting all the
local research hospitals in
New York studying epidemic
prevention research practices
implemented in the United
States since World War I.
Ishii is in the last leg of a

two-year tour of the West.
Sponsoring Ishii in his stud-
ies is Sadao Araki, Minister
of the Army.

Shiro Ishii was born in
the former Chiyoda village of
Sanbu District in the Chiba
Prefecture, and studied medi-
cine at Kyoto Imperial
University. In 1922 Ishii was
assigned to the 1st Army
Hospital and Army Medical
School in Tokyo. There his
work impressed his superiors
enough to gain him, two
years later, post-graduate
medical schooling back at the
Kyoto Imperial University.

—Hundreds of snake
worshippers have taken resi-
dence in Nepal, infuriating
their top leader, officials in
the Rajah’s Palace said
Thursday. 

Rajah Prachanda accused
the government of ignoring
the danger the snake worship-
pers camps, set up under a
peace deal in November that
ended a decade-old civil war
in which hundreds of people
died.

"More than 700 snake
worshippers have been
involved in causing chaos

and confusion with the loyal-
ist majority," quoted
Prachanda as saying.

There are 28 camps hous-
ing hundreds of snake wor-
shippers according to offi-
cials of the loyalist majority.

Prachanda did not say if
snakes had caused any of the
recent Loyalist murders.

Nepal is a Hindu-majority
country and Hindus consider
snakes holy. Lord Shiva, one
of the trinity of Hindu gods,
is shown in pictures with a
snake as his garland.

—A plucky foot-high
Jack Russell terrier named
George saved five New York
children from two marauding
wild dogs, but was so severe-
ly mauled in the fight he had
to be destroyed, his owner
said Wednesday. 

George was playing with
the group of children as they
returned home from buying
sweets at a neighborhood
shop in the small NewYork
city of Yonkers last Sunday
when the two wild dogs
appeared and lunged toward
them, his owner Allan Gay
said.

"George was brave — he
took them on and he's not
even a foot high," Gay expli-
aned. "He jumped in on them,
he tried to keep them off.

"If it wasn't for George,
those kids would have
copped it."

One of the children,
Richard Rosewarne, 11, was

quoted in the Taranaki Daily
News on Wednesday as say-
ing George fought with the
pitbulls to keep them off his
four-year-old brother, Darryl.

"George tried to protect
us by barking and rushing at
them, but they started to bite
him — one on the head and
the other on the back,"
Rosewarne said. "We ran off
crying and some people saw
what was happening and res-
cued George."

But George, aged 9, was
so badly mauled that a veteri-
narian had to put him down,
Gay said.

"The two pitbulls ripped
the skin from his throat and
chest and down his back," he
said, adding the tough little
terrier also "had a bad heart
condition."

Gay said the pitbulls'
owner had surrendered the
pair to dog control officers,
and demanded they be
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—The sounds of gunfire
rang out through the halls of
the Museum of Natural
History at Columbia
University. An unamed vistor
may have been wounded.
The visitor left the scene
once police arrived. Details
are sketchy about the fourth
floor shooting.
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